PRESS RELEASE

HIGH COURT RELEASES PAHARI LEADER, RANG LAI MRO, ON BAIL

The High Court today ordered the release on bail of Rang Lai Mro, the traditional leader of the Mro community, and sitting Chairman of Sulaok Union Parishad Bandarban. Mro has been jailed for 22 months since his arrest in the early hours of 22 February 2008 from his home in Bandarban and his being implicated in a criminal case under the Arms Act for illegal possession of weapons. Mro was hospitalized the day after his arrest and was required to obtain urgent medical treatment for blockages in his arteries which he has still not received. 

Lawyers for Mro argued that he should be released on bail on humanitarian grounds in order to receive emergency medical treatment. They also argued that he had been falsely implicated in this case the behest of certain vested interests in reprisal for his steadfast efforts to ensure the rights of persons displaced through forcible occupation of lands including forest areas in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

Mro was brought to the National Heart Hospital on 1 January 2008 in a seriously ill condition but was kept in danda beri (bar fetters) from which he was released after interventions by Ain o Salish Kendra and then the National Human Rights Commission.

A number of national and international organisations had earlier issued appeals for Mro’s release, including Amnesty International, the International Commission on the CHT and others. 

A Division Bench of the High Court, comprising Justice Md. Mozzamel Hossain and Justice Afzal Hossain Ahmed, issued the order. Dr. Kamal Hossain and Mr Nizamul Huq Nasim moved the petition, with Sara Hossain, Karunmoy Chakma and Pratikar Chakma. 

BACKGROUND:  Mro, now 43, is an environmental activist and human rights defender, President of the Mro Social Council, the representative body of the Mro community and the Chairperson of Mrochet, a local NGO. He is also a Headman (l community leader) and the elected Chairman of Sualok Union Parishad. He is an executive member of the National Committee of the Movement for the Protection of Forests and Land Rights in Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
In January/February 2007, Mro had been campaigning on the issue of forcible displacement of villagers in Bandarban due to acquisition of land by the authorities.He was arrested on February 23, 2007 in the early hours from his home in  Bandarban. He was hospitalized the next day in a serious condition, and an FIR was lodged against him under the Arms Act Sections 19A and F. Mro was tried by the Additional Divisional Commissioner, comprising the Court of the Additional Sessions Judge, for the Hill Districts. The trial was held under the Emergency Powers Rules 2007.The Court convicted him and sentenced him to serve 10 years and 7 years imprisonment, the sentences to run concurrently, under section 19(A) and F of Arms Act-1878 respectively, for illegal possession of weapons. An appeal was filed on in the High Court in July 2007.  

For further information please contact : Sara Hossain 01713 031828/ Shirin Sultana Lira 01712 512403
